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IN THE HON'BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL, 
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI 

ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 78 OF 2023 

IN THE MATIER OF: 
Durga Singh Panwar & Ors .. 

Versus 
Rajendrs Singh Dafoti & Ors. 

. .. .... . Applicants 

. . . Respondents 

Pithoragarh, Uttarakhand, do hereby solemnly affirm on oath and 

state as under: 

am fully competent to f ile present Report by way of Affidavit 

on behalf of District Magistrate, Pithoragarh. 

2. That the applicants in the abovementioned matter, namely 

lnder Singh etc. are residents of Village Bajeta, Tehsil 
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Munsiyari (Tejam), District Pithoragarh, Uttarakhand and have 

filed the present application under the provisions of the 

National Green Tribunal Act, 2010 complaining that Rajendra 

Singh Dafoti in collusion with Basant Singh Ex-Pradhan Gram 

Panchayat and others forged No Object Certificate (NoC) with 

fake signature of the villagers and procured mining lease in 

question in respect of land measuring 17.967 hectares in the 

above said village. The village is located on extreme slope and 

comes under the disaster zone. 

3. That the abovementioned matter was listed on 14.02.2023 

before this Hon'ble Tribunal, after hearing, this Hon'ble 

Tribunal was pleased to pass the following order:-

" 

2. Prima facie, the averments made in the application raise 

questions relating to environment arising out of the 

implementation of the enactments specified in Schedule I to 

the National Green Tribunal Act, 2010. 
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Officer (DFO), Pithoragarh and (4) the District Magistrate (OM), 

Pithoragarh, who stand impleaded as respondents No. 1 to 4. 

The Registry is directed to prepare and attached memo of 

parties to the application. Notices alongwith the copies of the 

application and documents attached with the same be issued 

to respondents no. 1 to 4 requiring them to file their replies 

within two months by email at judicial-ngt@gov.in preferably in 

the form of searchable PDF/OCR Supported PDF and not in 

A copy of the abovementioned order dated 14.02.2023 is 

annexed hereto and marked as ANNEXURE A-1. 

4. That in compliance of the directions passed by this Hon'ble 

Tribunal on dated 14.02,2023, the Joint Committee visited site 

in question on 21.03.2023. 

5. That in compliance of the directions passed by this Hon'ble 

Tribunal , it is brought to the kind perusal of this Hon'ble 

Tribunal that Office Memorandum No. 1425/VII-A-

1/2021/1(13)/18 dated 23rd September, 2021 issued by the 

Government, the approval was granted for 50 years on the 
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land measuring 17.967 Hectare, located at Village Bajeta, 

Tehsil Munsiyari (Tejam), District Pithoragarh , Uttarakhand in 

favour of M/s J.D. Minerals, Proprietor - Shri Rajendra Singh 

Dafoti, resident of B-54, Judge Farm, Chhoti Mukhani, District 

Nainital, Uttarakhand. A copy of the abovementioned O.M. 

dated 23rd September, 2021 is annexed hereto and marked as 

ANNEXURE A-2. 

6. That in view of the grievances of the applicants-complainants 

in the present matter, the joint committee submitted its report 

containing the material facts, the same are reproduced below 

for kind perusal of this Hon'ble Tribunal:-

(i) That there are local shrubs and p1ne trees situated 

around the mining area, and on below eastern side of the 

mining area, the Bhujgadh river is flowing. As per report 

with regard to geosensitive area, received from the 

District Task Force, Pithoragarh, Geology and Mining 

Unit, Directorate of Industries, Uttarakhand, the 

proposed area in question is situated mid longitude 

about 1441 Meter height at north 29*56'53.2" parallel 
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r 
80*14'0 .58" located on centre side, in the area 

subsidence is not observed and maximum area of 

District Pithoragarh comes under geotectoniczone. 

(ii) That the conditional permission have been granted to the 

lease-holder Shri Rajendra Singh Dafoti for mining of 

Soap Stone. The F.I.R. no.79/22 under section 420 

I.P.C. has been registered against Rajendra Singh Dafoti 

in Police Station Nachni with regard to forged signatures. 

The matter has been sent to S.F.L. Research Lab, New 

Delhi for matching the handwriting and investigation is 

going on in the matter. 

(iii) The illegal mining of 40 X 15 meter = 600 square meter 

has been done by the lease-holder on the parallel land 

of the State Government and 500 meter length and 4 

meter width road have been cutted by the lease holder, 

without having any permission and the muck generated 

from the same have been dumped in the 20 meter length 

and 15 meter width area and 50 meter length and 10 

meter width area on the slope area of forest, resulting 
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the same, the 2800 square metre land of forest area 

have been affected, and 10 trees are damaged. In this 

regard, as per report received from Forest Department, 

the Divisional Forest Area, Pithoragarh vide its report 

dated 1.4.2023 levied the penalty of amount of 

Rs.3,21 ,778/- (Rupees three lakhs twenty one thousand 

seven hundred and seventy eight only) has been 

imposed on the lease holder, out of the same 

Rs.1 ,05,000/- (Rupees one lakh five thousand only) has 

been recovered and the action is under process for 

recovery of rest of the amount of penalty. 

(iv) That according to the report received from the 

committee, it was informed that no factual record was 

presented by the applicant representative in connection 

with the fact of arrival of Patwari and Kanungo 

Bansababad in the vehicles of the opposite parties and 

regarding ban on mining. 

(v) That during the site inspection it was found by the joint 

committee that mining are activities not carried out by the 
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lease holder, however, in the past, the debris generated 

from mining has been dumped on the slope area of 

forest land, due to which the Bajeta to Bansbagad 

pedestrian access road and the water source and 

Gauchar are affected, the debris has reached on the 

riverbed of the Bhujgarh through Gadhera, and the joint 

committee also found there is no obstruction on the flow 

of river Bhujgadh. 

(vi) That the Mining Department has suspended e-ravanna 

portal of the mining lease holder due to earlier illegal 

mining found at the time of inspection. 

(vii) It is also pertinent to mention herein that penalty of 

Rs.14,74,200/- (Rupees fourteen lakhs seventy four 

thousand two hundred only) has been imposed under 

the recent provisions of Uttarakhand Mining (Prohibition 

of Illegal Mining, Transportation and Storage) Rules, 

2021 on the lease holder for past illegal mining found at 

the time of earlier inspection, against the same 

Rs.7,74,200/- (Rupees seven lakhs seventy four 

190



E 

thousand two hundred only) has been recovered in 

compliance of the order dated 25.04.2023 passed by 

District Magistrate, Pithoragarh, Uttarakhand as the 

lease holder deposited is as first installment and for 

recovery of rest of the penalty, the action is in process. 

(viii) It is pertinent to mention herein in addition to the above 

action, in compliance of the suggestion given by the joint 

committee, the action for ensuring to stop the illegal 

mining action, the Anti-mining Force has been directed to 

regularly watch the illegal mining. 

7. That the Joint Inspection Report along with its annexures 1s 

already part of the record of this Hon'ble Triubnal. 

8. That the present Report by way of Affidavit in compliance of 

direction passed by this Hon'ble Tribunal is being filed kind 

perusal of this Hon'ble Tribunal. 
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VERIFICATION 

I, the deponent above named do hereby verify and say that 

the contents of my above report by way of affidavit are true and 

correct to my knowledge based on record, no part of it is false 

and nothing material has been concealed there from. The legal 

submissions are further true as per legal advice received and 

believed to be true and correct. 

Verified by me at Pithoragarh , Uttarakhand on this C~ 

day of May, 2023. 

Filed through : 

AHUL VERMA] 
Additional Advocate General for State of Uttarakhand 

/Respondents 
137, Tower No.10, Supreme Enclave, 

Mayur Vihar Phase-I, 
Delhi-11 0091 

Mobile No. 9717706032 
Email- advrahulverma9999@gmail.com 

192



, .. 

ltl~lll No . 2 

J1:> 

A~ 
(Cot•rl l•lo. 2) 

BE1<'0Rr~ TB:E 1\TA'Jr!OI>J.A.KJ Cr.\:Ei~H 'E'l::mm! .:.,. L· 
PHII\fC):PAL BENCJH, l'J'!~-~il' D~U-X~. 

(1 hrough Phy£ical !-fearing wilh Hybrid \'C Opt.inll) 

Orig inal Application Nu. 78/'!.0'J.:j 

Durga Sit~gh ?uwar C-;, Ot·s. . . ./\pplk:ll tL.; 
I 
I 

Date of lHfaring: 14.02.2023 

Versus 

.. . f:, :·'[J<JllcfClll:. 

COP..~.M: HCJ.'IJ'BLB MR. JUSTICE ARUN KUl\'iA::\. T':!.AG~, J'UD~ :!ff:". • .·~~·~f·.:?-s:~. 

HOI'J'BLE DR. AFROZ LU-11\?'.A.D, EXPEH'f' J.l.IIITJ.I.CB·~~F' . 

J\ppllC[.ll1 t: None. 

I . ThL: applicants- Inder S i ngh o.ncl othl'r n..:siden s ur Viii.•: .•· l~·d, l~•. 

Tchsi! Aiunsih.1ri (Tejnm), District Pithoragarh, UUar:Jl:h~\nd b:· '' Jil• rl 'h•· 

prcscnl a pplication unckr the provisions of llh' Ncllionnl Cin~cn TJ il•utM.l ,\,I , 

2010 comrloining Lho.t R1jcndra Singh Dafuti 111 collusion with Ur· ~·111 1 :.:;11, 11 

E:•-Pr.!clh::m Gt·nm Panrhnyat and ollters for ged No Ub]Cct Cerliltc:Jk (NnC' l 

with bkc ~ignature of the ,·illagcrs a n d procured mining Jea~.e in quL·:;tion in 

respect of lane\ measuring 17.967 hectares in lh e abo:/e ::;aid vil ln<!,C. Thi..! 

I 
village is ldcaced in cntremc s lope ::mel comes in the _elisa :>Let· soJw. htin ii1J', i11 

I 

the sik in. que&tion ma~· IL:ad to land-slide endangering the r•.>~idr tl•'<'S ,, f' til e 

in Bujgnrh River. The applit"tnts ma-:k <:ompbinl tn t lw (\ ~ 

J-t ct{{ (J.{ Q 
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l 
0 . 1\. No. 78)2023 

l)ur.n;rt Sit'[:ll l':t•·: ·" .·. 1 lr· .. \ 

F'njc- 1vlr;1 : ~i11.• : h I ' >I'•.J i' r lt 

-2-

Disltid Magistrate e>nd Divis ioni-11 Forr.st ()Jfirrr. l' i!l 1"'·:, .. ",.1' ''" ' 11, 
I 

concerned oHicers/oflit'i<tl~ made w rong n•ports in l;..,,ott r .r !It· l'1 •i 

Proponedt and no acl irm bi'ls been taken on l hC' :-;;q·m'. 
I 
I 

2 . .PriJna. JG.cic: Lb(' nvcrn1enls l1l 8dC' in llH' ;tpp li< Pti''ll r ·1 1 !fll· ·rina 

rcluling th"c'n.vironmcnl <1ris ing o~t·l of th(• implr·mct tl ;l('l"' 

specified in Schedll!f! f lolhe N~lion~ l Grc'en Ttih111nl /c r. 

,,,.,,,, 
;n r (I , 

I 
3 . In \'iew of lhe m·erntC'nls in the npplic::tlinJl, ,\.,._. r' 1"t' irl1'r it "1 '1 '"'" ' · r 

I 
I 

lo ha.vc rc~ponse of {1) the Slate of Utt:w::~kl wnrl l ltn ll ;IJ t ' lli., •:, n r•l I 

I 
Governm~nl of Ullamkhancl, (2) UUnr::tkh~tnd S!r~t" I'< :r: (I_TJ~~:I 1 '1'1. 1 ·' 1 I 

(Dl\1), Pilliora~arh, who s la ncl implrocl ed ;t :~ n'spPtt(JrJII•· '''"'· ' '" 1. ., ,_ 
I 

Registry ~s directed Lo prepare C~nd alletchcrl llJC'lllJ ol' f1' ' ' ":· ,,, II·· 
! 

application . Notices 0longwiLh Lh~: cepit's of tht: :1pr.li•· 1linp ·1•~< 1· "I'll , , , 

o llnchccl wilh Lhc ~anw be issued Lo rcspnnclc·nts 110 . I 111 ·I l'l ''fi'II.;JI' 111 '" 

l.o file lhc ir replies within l\"O monlhs by c·mcd l ;1( i!!~l:.!.!.'.'!!;~~ .. ,:·. l I' , · 1 1>1 

I 
in !he form of sc:wch,..,rlc· PDI'/OCR Suppn,·trcl l'Pfi ;>p rl IJrJl ill tlq r. '"' 

. ·l 
hmtge PD!i. 

;

. 4. Tn view or lhc; ~1\'l'lll l e nt.s lll<tcle in the i.lpp licu tic•Jl . , .. ,, · Ji .. ,. "'11 .,,,I .: 

appropriat~ tho.t a ,Joint Commillcc: he cons1itt1kd ,, ~-~·ril'· l1• I • l11"l 

I I . 
position arld take ::~ppropriall." remedial ac linn. /\rr ·nrdi · I J~h· . I'"' • "' ' ' ''"'' 

I 

cToinL Com\niltee compri~;ing of UKSPCB. D F'U :m,J IJ\1 . l'ilh,l ,l •' ·1l 1 ., , ,, t 
I 

~ j;. · ,ct the sa.me to mcC'f wilhin l\\'O wcl'b-:, U l ltkl lakc ~-·,if• t r1 II• · i• ln,.r -~ i 
~/. ) .,.--+ "u '7':·.,.. ! . 

' ,,,, ', I. · ., . 11to _fl~. e ~rievancc<; nf tltC' :::tppliconf, : l :;· · n~ ·i; tl t • II,. ·q•t di·"11l' 

.f:~'-: · re.j~ res:Ql talivcs Of thr C'l"llll'Pl'I1Cd prnjr<'! jl l'I1 J1!11Wl l1:. ·:~·ril:,· li 1•· l" '11 ' 1 

~· ;· ,\. ."f I 

Q '? . ·pos it $ 1 <ll'l~l takt' C~pprn)'rirt( C' r cmcd i<1 l <te l ion h\' l'nllnwi1 "cl1 t1' •'"I "' •' ~·I 1., .. 
Q ' : • I• 1\ 
~ '~·· 1 

I ~;.:-- -'• , , . J I ;JJ7cl{(('-f Ci 
• Oc- . ~---- · 'A ' 

',._~:~: . ~ / 
~ --~ 
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l 
I 

0. 1\. . No. 7D/2023 
Durr':n : ;j''!'.h !':1\":ll· ::. • 'r ·. ' 
Rtjendrn :::i,P:I' l• ·lf;,ii ,··. ' , , 

-3-

I nnd g i,•ing opporlunily of being hc8.rd to lhc pt·lljr·ri l"."l'f'Jl•·lli',_ ., I •· · 1 · 

PCB will be the nocl:=d [lgf'nry for coo rcl in:<t ion :1t1ol ·~ompli;nJr·r:•. 

5 . Fnctunl and t\cliun t·C1 k C'n Report lliity lw Slti•Jnific rf v·iil•i11 '·· "1f ,, ''' 

by e-mail at j nclicinl -ngf(<iJgnv.in p r C'f<'robJy in i lw f;,,.q, '" ·,.,, I· •I·' 

PDF/OCR Supporlcd PDF ancl nol in f lw form 01' r, n.1~!• ' I 'I IT•. 

6 . Lisl for furlllC'r rnns ider<J tic1!1 on 1:2 . 05 . ~0:1:\ . 

7 . /\ copy or lhi~ nrder, nlong wilh n f'I' J'Y t•l' f iJ, :'1'1"'· ··Ji ,., n• 

documcnl~ rttlaclwcl wiih fhr sn.mP, be forwnrrkd i<~ ill·· J '1"•) . :; i .,•,. I • 'I' "'' 

Dist rict IVI:;tgistrntc. Pi ihnrn~n rh by c-m:-~il for cnmpiinll{'l'. 

/ \tLill 1·:11111:• ,. , 1' 1. I'] 

Februa1y 14, 202:3 
AG 
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